3. DG JUST Stakeholder expert group on the Package Travel Directive 

The Commission’s Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers (DG JUST) has launched a call for applications to a stakeholder expert on the Package Travel and linked travel arrangements Directive.  

The group’s tasks will be to: 
assist the Commission in obtaining information on the application of the Directive and on identifying the potential challenges in its application from the perspective of different stakeholders, and advise the Commission on how to address them;
provide the Commission with advice on how to achieve an appropriate level of awareness about the new legislation among different stakeholders, including businesses and citizens:
provide the Commission with advice and expertise in relation to the preparation of the report on click-through bookings; 
provide the Commission with advice and expertise in relation to the preparation of the general report on the application of this Directive.  

The group will be composed of representatives of consumer/traveller associations and business associations active in the travel/tourisms business.

Insurance Europe does not intend to apply for membership in the Expert Group, on grounds that the Directive – which was adopted in 2015 and applies from July 2018 - is in line with Insurance Europe’s position (see background below) and that the Package Travel Directive has not been identified as a priority. 

The deadline for application is 16 July 2018.

Background
In July 2013, the EC published a proposal for a Directive on package travel and assisted travel arrangements. The aim of the proposal was to respond to the development of internet distribution and the liberalisation in the airline sector, unnecessary compliance costs and obstacles to cross-border trade, as well as unclear and outdated consumer protection rules. 

During the legislative process, Insurance Europe opposed amendments suggested by some MEPs requiring travel organisers to obtain “adequate insurance”, as well as several amendments that aimed to extend the scope of insolvency protection to any “linked” travel services, implying that any cover offered to a travel organiser should also extend to the linked service providers. In comments issued to the EP, Insurance Europe maintained that these amendments were not feasible for the EU-wide insurance sector, as not all markets were capable of offering products to cover the insolvency of travel organisers or their linked travel services. These concerns were taken into account in the final text. Finally, the Directive also addressed Insurance Europe’s related concern by excluding financial services (including insurance) from the scope of the Directive.

The Directive will apply from 1 July 2018.

