Report on Gender Directive by Zita Gurmai – info
As you know, on 1st March 2011, the European Court of Justice ruled in the “Test-Achats case” that the different premiums for men and women constitute gender discrimination and gave insurers until 21 December 2012 to treat individual male and female customers equally in terms of insurance premiums and benefits. The legal instrument at the basis of the Court ruling was the Directive 2004/113 on equal treatment between men and women in regards to the access to and supply of goods and services.

The European Commission was supposed to publish a transposition report on the Directive in 2010 but apparently decided to postpone this because of the Test-Achats case until next year.

In the European Parliament, MEP Zita Gurmai, a Hungarian Socialist, member of the Parliament’s committee on women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM), decided to draft an own initiative report on the transposition and application of the Directive. Own initiative reports lead to a so-called “Parliament’s resolutions” and contain recommendations from the European Parliament.

This draft report has been published and is to be voted – together with its amendments by other MEPs member of the FEMM committee – next week.

Below you will find a summary of the key points.

We suggest for the moment not to react but we will keep this in consideration.

We will send you the final version of this report and will follow closely what the Commission’s reaction to the report and its recommendations will be .

Draft report by Zita Gurmai
· the rapporteur criticises the Commission for having postponed its application report of the Directive until 2014 (it was due in 2010). 

· She states that the Commission guidelines on the interpretation of the Test Achats ruling did not solve all issues and that the Commission should propose a new legislative text that is in line with the guidelines.

· She calls on the Commission to open informal negotiations with the insurance industry concerning statistical methods used for personalized risk assessment. 

· She calls on the Commission to create an indicative list of all necessary statistical data that are currently not available in the EU

· She calls on the Commission to present the methodology it will use to measure the effects  of the Test-Achats ruling on insurance pricing
· She calls on the Commission to analyse the issue with a focus on consumer protection policy
· She calls on the Commission to closely follow developments in the insurance market and if there are any signs of de facto indirect discrimination to take all necessary measures to address the problem

She also has other points since this Directive covers all goods and services, so not insurance only.

Other MEP amendments: 

With regard to insurance, the shadow Rapporteur for the “Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left” (GUE NGL)  , Mrs. Liotard (Dutch), wants to change the approach from the Rapporteur who stated that she “considered that Test-Achats created ongoing uncertainty”  into “welcomes the Test-Achats ruling”. She wants the Commission to negotiate with the insurance sector an efficient assessment of potential discrimination in contracts prior to 21 December 2012. 

She and some other MEPs also want to add that they expect the insurance industry to develop fair prices, use multiple risk factors, etc

