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The European Commission (EC) has today launched a call for evidence in preparation of its proposal for 

simplifying EU rules on direct taxation. The feedback period is open from 16 February to 16 March (midnight 

Brussels time).  

 

The general objective of the initiative is to simplify the existing EU legal direct taxation framework and support 

the enhancement of competitiveness in the internal market, without undermining the policy objectives of the 

Directives concerned (i.e., eliminate double taxation of profits, interest and royalty cross-border payments; 

ensure tax neutrality for cross-border corporate reorganisations; protect the internal market against aggressive 

tax planning; and ensure effective resolution of cross-border tax disputes). 

 

This will involve:  

◼ Reducing unnecessary reporting and compliance burden 

◼ Eliminating outdated and overlapping tax rules 

◼ Simplifying tax legislation with the objective to improve competitiveness in the internal market 

◼ Clarifying concepts in tax legislation 

◼ Streamlining and improving the application of tax rules, procedures and reporting requirements 

 

During the 4 February exchange with the Taxation Working Group, the EC explicitly encouraged the industry to 

submit targeted, provision-level proposals to simplify the EU taxation acquis as it applies to insurers. The EC 

clarified that, while a full repeal of legislation is not envisaged for policy and political reasons, it is open to 

addressing identified burdens, overlaps and unnecessary complexity. 

 

In view of developing an Insurance Europe contribution to the call for evidence, as well as to ongoing discussions 

with the EC and policymakers at EU level, the Secretariat is preparing an overview of key points in line with those 

identified in ECO-TAX-25-041 and ECO-TAX-24-098. Members have moreover been encouraged to share 

additional input, including specific examples and detailed use cases demonstrating where and how simplification 

is necessary (LPC-TAX-26-014).   

 

Next steps 

◼ 24 February: deadline for Members to submit input for an Insurance Europe response 

◼ 16 March: deadline to submit a response to the call for evidence 

◼ Summer: EC to present taxation simplification package 

 

For more info  

For further information, please reach out to Insurance Europe’s life team via life@insuranceeurope.eu 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/16912-Simplifying-EU-rules-on-direct-taxation-omnibus_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/16912-Simplifying-EU-rules-on-direct-taxation-omnibus_en
https://insuranceeurope.sharepoint.com/sites/extranet/Taxation%20WG/2025/ECO-TAX-25-041.pdf?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8WndhZ2VtYWtlcnNAaW5zdXJhbmNlZXVyb3BlLmV1fDAwOTBjZWQyMDQ3YzRhMDE2NGM1MDhkZTY3ZTk5NGMzfDJmNjBkN2E1NmE3YjRmOTBhMGQ0N2U2YTBlYTVhZTllfDB8MHw2MzkwNjI0NTAwOTI3Nzc4MTl8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=YWI2MmM0SlFYME13aU5Yd2cwK091UW1WeXQ5VmNIQmhXSmNhd1J4YjBIMD0%3d
https://insuranceeurope.sharepoint.com/sites/extranet/Taxation%20WG/2024/ECO-TAX-24-098.pdf?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8WndhZ2VtYWtlcnNAaW5zdXJhbmNlZXVyb3BlLmV1fGY3ZjgwMjdlYzZlMDRiYjI0NjA1MDhkY2QyNTAyY2YwfDJmNjBkN2E1NmE3YjRmOTBhMGQ0N2U2YTBlYTVhZTllfDB8MHw2Mzg2MTY0ODg5OTgzNjgzOTV8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpXSWpvaU1DNHdMakF3TURBaUxDSlFJam9pVjJsdU16SWlMQ0pCVGlJNklrMWhhV3dpTENKWFZDSTZNbjA9fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=bVYyM2orV0pqL2RSSjNBTFI3QlM1MXBJcXNUb3hPd2hmaTN0eWk5S2pJQT0%3d
https://insuranceeurope.sharepoint.com/sites/extranet/SitePages/Taxation-WG-Home.aspx?file=2026%2fLPC-TAX-26-014.docx&fid=92075&%2fTaxation+WG&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8WndhZ2VtYWtlcnNAaW5zdXJhbmNlZXVyb3BlLmV1fDAwOTBjZWQyMDQ3YzRhMDE2NGM1MDhkZTY3ZTk5NGMzfDJmNjBkN2E1NmE3YjRmOTBhMGQ0N2U2YTBlYTVhZTllfDB8MHw2MzkwNjI0NTAwOTI3OTcyNDB8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=aWR0Vm1pc0R6REo5dlVzMEFlU2RaU1p6MjBHVks1bG5jS3p5Z1pVbW5wdz0%3d

